Prevalence of MRSA in elective day case pediatric ENT surgical patients.
Meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a common pathogen implicated in hospital acquired infection. Routine preoperative screening for MRSA is current health policy in England and Wales, although children undergoing elective, routine ENT surgery are excluded from this policy. We prospectively assessed a cohort of children admitted for elective ENT surgery to assess this policy. We examined 348 pre-operative children having routine ENT operations to assess MRSA carriage. We found bacteriological evidence of MRSA in only one child of the 348 tested. This study confirms the current policy and has implications for other countries.